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the right length of a lesson for different age groups, etc. To
become an experimental school, it must be known as a model
school for some time. This regulation was put into force to
weed out pseudo-experimental schools. The Commissariat of
Education allows an extra grant for experimental schools. A
not unexpected result of this was that almost every other school
which had a slight variation in method or organisation called
itself experimental, and claimed the grant. The number of these
rose to thousands. Many of them were actually below the
standards demanded from ordinary schools.
The research work in the R.S.F.S.R.1 is now under the direc-
tion of the Central Pedagogical Laboratory in Moscow, with a
young and enthusiastic director. He is ably assisted by a staff
of experienced educationists, many of whom, like Professor
Shatsky, their consultant, had been doing interesting work
before the Revolution. One hundred schools supply the labora-
tory with information. The laboratory began as the First
Experimental Station of Narkompros. After some years of work
the conclusion was reached that as an experimental station for
the whole of the R.S.F.S.R. its work was too diffuse, the interests
it embraced too wide, to allow of satisfactory scientific work
being done. It was therefore divided up into a central research
laboratory in Moscow and an experimental station attached to
the Department of Rural Education, in which sphere the need
and scope for experiment was much greater. The aim of the
laboratory is to discover the best methods and the best type of
lesson. " Through the model schools to raise the mass schools
to train active children for the building of Communism. For
this it is essential to have a groundwork of knowledge, of
reading, writing, literature and language, and mathematics. We
found that the free methods, the Dalton Plan, Project and Com-
plex Methods, did not supply this knowledge. Hence the change-
over to the subject method. Before the decree of August and
September 1982, which enforced this change, schoolchildren
*Kossian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic, generally, though wrongly,
known abroad as Russia.